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WORLD SUGAR SUPPLY AND DISTRIBUTION 
1955/56-1979/80 


This circular supersedes Foreign Agriculture Circular, USDA publication 

FS 2-79, October 1979. In addition to providing data for 1979/80, statistics 
are revised for a number of countries. They generally reflect information 
available in mid-1980; the data for 1979/80 are preliminary and are based on 
FAS's second (June 1980) estimate of that crop. 


The area data in this circular represent area harvested in thousands of 
hectares. Sugarcane area data for countries producing both centrifugal and 
noncentrifugal sugar show only the former. 


Sugar statistics are on a raw value basis in 1,000 metric tons, except for 

yield, which is in tons. Three columns for utilization data are not used, 

but may be used in the future if a breakdown is made for different kinds of 
utilization. 


World production of sugar fell more than 5 percent in 1979/80, to the lowest 
level since 1975/76. Rising prices brought a reduced rate of consumption, 
with total consumption estimated to be up less than 1 percent for the _vear. 


The world stock level fell about 20 percent in 1979/80, with year-end stocks 
of 24.1 million tons representing about 27 percent of annual world 
requirements. 


The supply and distribution statistics are on a crop year basis by country, 
with the years shown being the ending years. The crop year is generally 
September—August. Although sugar is one of the most universally produced 
agricultural commodities, some 36 countries (labeled "other importers") 
produce virtually no sugar. 


(Note: Dashes in the tabular material indicate negligible, zero, or 
unavailable.) 


For further information contact Alvin E. Gilbert, Horticultural and Tropical 
Products Division, Commodity Programs, FAS/USDA. Telephone (202) 447-2916. 
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